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The listening session was held at the Rosa Road campus of St Kateri Tekakwitha Parish.  The evening began 

with Mass at 6:00PM concelebrated by the two pastors of the parishes.  

After Mass, the people moved to the Parish Center.  The Listening Session began at approximately 6:30PM. 

 

63 people from the three parishes attended the session and broke into 9 table discussion groups.  Each group had 

a facilitator and a scribe from one of the parishes.   

After praying the Synod prayer together and a few introductory remarks, the groups began discussing two 

fundamental questions:   

 

1. What have been your experiences of Church?  What have been your joys, hopes and disappointments?  

When have you felt connected?  When have you felt disconnected? AND 

2. Reflecting on your experiences, how do you think the Holy Spirit may be inspiring the Church?  What 

steps or actions could the parish, Pastoral Network, and Church take to help us move forward and 

flourish into the future? 

 

After approximately 45 minutes, the groups shared some of the key topics discussed in their groups.  The details 

of the group discussions are included on the enclosed scribe sheets.  While there were many topics discussed, 

among the major themes were: 

 

1. Need for new ways to engage young people.  What we are currently doing isn’t keeping them 

connected to the Church as they enter teen years and reach young adulthood. 

2. More adult catechesis would not only support parents struggling to answer questions from 

children but also enrich adult members of the Church struggling with moral issues in society 

and doctrines of the faith.. 

3. Call for more and new ways for women to be meaningfully involved in our Church, 

including in leadership and worship roles. 

4. Disappointment Diocese/Church is not taking responsibility for helping St. Clare’s 

pensioners; concern for the pensioners who served both the hospital and community. 

5. Importance of more opportunities for “person to person” interaction and communication. 

6. Concern that people in same sex relationships or their families do not always feel fully welcome. 

7. While there is some existing positive outreach in and to the community, we as Church need to do 

more “reaching out” to the community. 

 

After the evening concluded, many people stayed and continued to talk.  Several said they were so happy they 

came and the conversation was very good.  One participant sent a subsequent email that said the discussion 

period was “the best 45 minutes I’ve had as a Catholic in a long time.” 


